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DO NOT ADDRESS THE SIGNER OF THIS L m E R  
BUT ADDRESS YOUR REPLY TO 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
U. 5. NAVAL HOSPITAL 

AND REFER TO NO. 

U. S. NAVAL HOSPITAL 

OAKLAND, C ALIr'ORN IA 

September 23, 1942 

Dear Mike: 

No doubt, by this time, you have received Agnew's l e t t e r  
i n  which he s t a t e s  t h a t  it i s  impossible, owing t o  your age, t o  give 
you more than a Senior Grade Lieutenancy. If the Axmy s t i l l  refuses  
t o  give you a Eajor i ty ,  my advice would be t h a t  you take the  Lieuten- 
ancy i n  the Navy and then depend upon an ear ly  promotion t o  two-and- 
a-half s t r i p e s ,  I t  would ce r t a in ly  be nice t o  have you out  here with 
me, and I have wr i t ten  &new requesting your services  i n  case you do 
decide t o  come in to  the Mavy. 

Your i l l u s t r a t i o n s  on Chest Surgery have reached me  and 
I have enjoyed them very much. 
t o  go in to  them more thoroughly. 

I s h a l l  soon take an hour o r  two o f f  

We have recent ly  seen some very in te res t ing  cases here 
of abdominal compression. These men received t h e i r  i n ju r i e s  from 
explosion of depth charges i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of which they were swimming. 
O f  course, many were  k i l l e d  out r igh t  and others  had severe abdominal 
symptoms, some of i n t e s t i n a l  perforat ion and others w i t h  l a t e r  symptoms 
caused by subphrenic abscesses, pelvic abscesses, etc. 

Iwould  be glad to hear f rom you again a t  any time, Mike, 
and l e t  me know what you are  doing. 
pleasure t o  be a more o r  less permanent shipmate of yours, 

I s t i l l  hope tha t  it w i l l  be my 

Sincerely yours, 

F. R. HOOK 

D r .  Michael DeBakey 
1430 Tulane Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


